Left movers' advantage in heartbeat discrimination: a replication and extension.
Lateral eye movers are subjects who consistently shift their gaze either leftward or rightward while reflecting on visuospatial or verbal questions. When reliably assessed, prevalent direction of gaze can be assumed as a valid index of hemispheric asymmetry. The present study evaluated discrimination of heartbeat (HB) and of spontaneous changes of finger temperature in 24 right-handed females reliably selected as lateral movers. Results replicate and extend previous findings by showing that left movers' superiority in HB discrimination is present also in females and concerns the perception of a different vascular function, that is, peripheral finger temperature. Differences between right movers and left movers were not due to activation level during the test or to body composition.